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The last four decades have been distinguished by the greatest changes in the labour market in the history of the world. What most people do today to earn money is vastly different from that of their parents or grandparents. In the cities especially, most positions are no longer labour intensive, but rather most tasks have to do with some or other form of information. Let us consider the job functions of the following: business people, lawyers, teachers, engineers, doctors, journalists, architects, insurance brokers, brokers, marketeers, weather forecasters.
In the modern society, there are more people involved in the development, processing and provision of information than there are people involved in manual labour. The implications of the computer in the labour market is very complex and cannot simply be regarded as ‘good’ or ‘bad’. The following are some examples of the implications the computer has for the labour market:
Job loss
In certain occupations, the number of positions have been considerably reduced.
In many cases, one person plus a computer can do the job of a number of people. Therefore there are less employees needed. This occurs especially when the type of work concerned has to do with repeated intellectual functions that can be done far better by a computer or with the help of a computer. An example is the checking of numbers. Occupations that are affected mostly are those of a clerical nature. 
It also has occurred that in certain circumstances ‘traditional’ occupations have completely disappeared due to computerisation. The profession of ‘Legal Typist’ has almost disappeared because of word processors. Legal documents have to be typed absolutely error free and with the availability of a word processor this is no longer a problem.
Remarks
•	When one chooses a future occupation, avoid those occupations that consist mainly of simple repetitive tasks that can be performed by many employees and where the tasks carried out are of a similar nature.
•	Occupations where the computer is used simply as an aid and where a computer cannot replace human intelligence, will not be ‘threatened’ by a computer.
•	Although computers are being used extensively in business, they will never replace tasks such as the following: To come up with new ideas for products, to convince a consumer to buy a certain product and to overcome or correct weak public relations.
New occupations come into existence
Although computers have reduced the numbers of people in certain positions, new occupations have come into existence due to computers. Examples: system analysts, data base managers, programmers, computer technicians and data typists.
Computers and related products must also be manufactured, sold, installed and maintained, leading to new employment opportunities.
New skills are required in most professions 
Because the computer is so universally used, it affects nearly all occupations in some or other manner. Some of the old skills that were a requirement before are no longer important. When computers increased in use, employees had to adapt to new methods and therefore required new skills. 
Just as computers increased in use, so did the number of people requiring training increase. Take note of the many advertisements there are in newspapers for training in computer skills such as word processing, spreadsheets and databases.
Examples
•	The ability to type faultlessly is no longer important, but one must learn to use a word processor.
•	Clerks, who previously had to work with columns of numbers and had to do accurate calculations, are now required to learn how to use a spreadsheet.
•	The drafting skills of a draftsman need to be exchanged with the ability to do drawings with the aid of a computer. 
• 	In the printing and publishing industry a team of highly skilled people worked together on a single publication. Graphical artists and designers used a drawing board as well as a selection of drawing instruments and equipment to do layout. Strips of text (galley proof) and illustrations were pasted down to form a camera-ready paste-up. A process camera was then used to make a film proof from which the plate for mounting onto the drum of the printing press was made. Today layout can be done almost entirely on (a single) computer and is known as DTP (Desktop Publishing). The finished layout is printed directly from the computer onto film proof or even onto the plate by an imagesetter, at a very high resolution of e.g. 2400 dpi! However, a person has to be skilled in various facets of DTP to be able to handle an entire publication.

