Symbolism of the National Crest

The foundation oval

· The Motto: The motto is !ke e:L /xarra //ke which is from the Khoi language of the San. The literal interpretation of this is ‘Diverse people meet’. This encourages people to strive towards unity through diversity – the nation’s people must work to create a feeling of togetherness and national pride.

· The Ears of Corn: A symbol of fruitfulness which also suggests the growth and development of potential. It also refers to the caring for people.

· Elephant Tusks: This symbolises wisdom, strength and endurance.
· The Shield: This symbolises identity and spiritual protection. It concerns the primary symbol of our nation – its people.

· The Human Figures: The figures are derived from images from the Linton Stone, a well known example of South African rock-art. The figures are greeting each other and symbolise unity and humanity.

· The Spear and Knobkerrie: Symbols of protection and authority – but these are presented in a manner that suggests peace.

The upwards oval
· The Protea: This is a symbol of the beauty of our land and the blooming of our potential as a nation.

· The Secretary Bird: The secretary bird is in flight – the natural outcome of growth and speed. The spread wings represent the progress of our nation and at the same time suggest protectiveness.

· The Rising Sun: The emblem of clarity, beauty and the source of energy symbolises a new beginning as well as well as a sense of reflection, knowledge, sound judgement and willpower. It is the symbol of life, light and the entirety of being human.[image: image1.png]



